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CHAPTER XIX.

HEN Tassan was dead, ot

# slgh from Saladin a edap:

tain of the maomelnkes nam-

o Abduliah unfastensl e
Jewel from the emit's turban and hand-
ad It to Wolf, 1t was o glorlous atar
shaped thing, made of grent emeralds
Pet around with dismonds, aund the
saptaln looked at It greedlly and mut-
tored:

“Alams, that an unbeliever should
wear the enchanted star, the anclent

1wk of the house of Flussan!" a sny-

£ thiut Wulf remeuwibered,

He took the Jewel, then
Baludin and anld:

“Have 1 your
yach o deed ¥

“Whoever ddles, you are snfe” snld
Baladin,  *Therw s hut ane sin which
I will not pardon you--you know what
e 1 and e loolosd ot them,  **As for
Hagsan, be wag my beloved friemd aud
servant, but you slew Lim in fair fight,
and his sonl is now in paradise,”

Then dlsmilszing the matter with a
wave of his hand he turned to recelve
2 grent hody of Chrelstinn prisoners
thut, panting and stumbling ke over
iriven sheep, were belug thrust on to
ward the onmp,

Amwong then the bretliren rejoleed to
e Egbert; also, wonnded o many
places, there was the blnek browed
master of the Templors, who even now
rould be flerce nnd Insolent,

“So T was right.,” he mocked In o
husky volee, “und hers you are, safe

turued to

peace, sultan, after

with your friends thoe Sarncens, Sir
Knlglits of the viglons."
“All the visinn is not done,” sald

dodwin sadly, and, turning, he loaked
toward a blazoned tent whichh with the
rultan's grent pavilion, and not fur be-
lind {t, was belng pitehed by the Arnb
camp setters, The master saw and re-
membared Codwin's vision of the dead
Templars

“Is it there that you mean to murder
me, traltor sl wigard ¥ he nskad

Then rage took hold 62 Godwin, and
he nnswersd him:

“Were It not for your plight, here nnd
now I would thrist those words down
your thront, as. should swe hoth live, 1
yet shall hope to do. You call ua
teaftors. Is It the work of traitors to
have charged nlone throngh oll this
bost until our horzss dlel Leneath ns”
=he pointed to where Bmoke and Flame
iy witn glazing eyes—'"to have un
horsed Baludin and to bave slaln this
princa in gingle eomhnt®  And he
turned to the body of the emir Hassan.

*You wmpenlt of e ss wizard and
murderer,” he went on, “beenuse some
ingel hronght ue o viaion whieh, had
jou belleved It. Templar, wonld have
saved tens of thousands from a bloody
fleath, the Christing kingdon) from de-
struction and yonder holy thing from
mockery.” And, with a shudder. bae
glanced at the rood, which its caprors
had set up upon a rock poet far away
with a dead knight tled to its block
arms,. “You, Bir Templar, are the mur-
derer who by your muadness and ambi-
tion bave brought rulu ou the cause of
Christ."

Then Sarncen gunrds dragged the |
Templar awny, and they were parted.

By now the pavilion wis up, and
Saladin enterad It, snying:

“Bring bLefore e the king of the
Franks and Prinee Arnet, he who is
called Reginald of Chatillon.”

Then n thought struck Lim, and he
cilled to Godwin and Whalf, saying:

“Rif Knights, you know our tongue.
Gilve up yonr swords to the officer
they shall e returned to you—and
come, be my interpreters.”

8o the brethren followed Lim Into the
tent, where preseutly were hrought the
wretched lLing aond the gray hnired
Reginald de hatillon, and with them
1 few other great knights who, even In
ihe midst of thelr misery, stared at
Godwin aud Wolf In wonderment, Sal

adin read the look and explatned lum.i

thair
stood:

“King and nobles, e not mistoken.
These kulghts are my prisoners, a8 you
ire, and none have shiown themselves
braver todny or dotue me and mine
wore domage. Indeed, had It not been
Jor my guunds, within the hour |
#hould have fallen beneath the sword
of Bir Godwin, But as they know
Arable, I have asked them to render
my words Into your tongue. Do you
aceept themn as loterpreters? 1 not,
others must be found."

When they had tronslated this, the
king sald thut he aceepted them,

The sultan bade his captiains be seat
ed nnd, seelug their terrible thirst,
commanded slaveds to bring a greami
bowl of sherbet made of rose water
cooled with snow, apd with hig owu
hand gave it to King Guy. He drank
in great gulps, then passed the howl to
Reginahl de Chatlllon, whereon Saladin
eried out to Godwin;:

“Say to the kiug it 1s he and not |
who gives this man to drink. There is
no bond of apit beétween me and the
Prince Arnat."

Godwin tranglated, sorrowfully
enough, and Ieginald, who knew the
habita of the Baracens, anewered:

“No nexd to expluin, Sir Knight.
Those words are wy death wagrant.
Well, I never expected less,"

Than Baludin spoke again,

“Prince Aruat, you strowe to take the
boly clty of Mecca and to desecrate
the tomb of the prophet, and then |
swore to kill you. Again, wuen In u
time of peace a caruven cawe from
Egypt uand passed by Esh-8hobek,
where you were, forgetting your oath,
you fell upon them und slew them,
Then tos’ the second time [ swore to
kill you. Yet I give you one more
chance. Will you subseribe the Koran
and ambrace the faith of Islam or will
you dle?"

Now the lips of Reginald turned pale,
and for a moment he swayed upon hls

presence should be misunder-
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semt. Then his courage came back to

him, and be answered [na strong volee:

“Sultnn, 1 will have none of your
mercy nt such a price, nor do 1 bow the
kuee to your dog of a false prophet.’

Buladiu sproag to his feet, his very
henrd bristling with wrath, and, draw-
Ing his saber, shouted aloud:

“You scorn Mohummed! Behold! 1
avenge Mohammed upon you! Take
Lim away!" and he struck him with
the flnt of his scimiter.

Then wmwamelukes leaped upon the
prince. Dragging him (o the eatrance
of the tout they foreed him to his knees
and there behiended him,

In the hush that followed thls ter-
rible deed King Guy sald to Godwin:

“Ask the sultan If it s my turn
Doxt."”

“Nay,"” answered Baladin, “Kings do
not Kill kings, but that truee breaker
hng met with no more than his de-
gorts"

Then came a seene atill more dread-
ful. Saladin went to the door of his
tent andd, standing over the body of
Keginald, bade them parade the eap-
tive Templars nnd Hospitalers before
Lilm.

“Those ulso are faith breakers,” he
shouted, “and of their vueclean tribes
will T rid the world, o, my emirs and
doctors of the Jaw”--aod he tarned jo
the grent erowd of hils eaptaina abont
him-—*“take each of you one of them
and kil him!"

Now  the emirs hung back, for,
though fanaties, they were brave and
lovedl not this slaughter of defenseless
men, and even the mamelukes mur-
mured alond,

But Bajadin erled ngain:

“They are wortby of death, and he
who disobeys my commend shall him-
gelf be sloin.”

“Sultan," sald Godwip, “we eannot
witness such n erfme, We nsk that we
may die with them."”

“Nuy,” he nnswered; “voun have ent-
en of my salt, and to kill you would be
murder. (et yon to the tent of the
Princess of Bualbee yonder, for there
you will gee mothing of the death of
these FPranks, your fellow worshipers,”

&0 the brethren turned and, led by a
mnmelnke, Hled aghnst for the first
time in thelr llves past the long lines
of Templars and Hospitnlers, who In
the luwt red light of the dying dey
knelt upon the sand and prayed, while
the emirs came up to kil them,

They entered the tent, none forbid
ding them, and at the end of It gaw
two women crouched together on some
cusbfons, whn arose, clinging to each
other. Then the women saw also and
gprang forward with a ery of joy, say-
ibg:

“So yon llva—~vou live!"

“Are, Ro=amund,” answered God:
win, “to = thie ebame-—would God
that we did not—shile others dis, Thex
mnrder the knlghts of the hols ordefs.
To your kuees and pray for (helr pass-
ing souls.*

So thiey kuoelt down and prayed tlll
the tumult died away and they Ir.:wwl
that all waa dene,

Rosamunpd bad little to tell, exeept
thut she had been well treated and al
ways kept by the person of the sultan,
wurching to and fro with his army, for
be wwalted the fulflilment of his drenm
concerning her, Then they told her all
tbat bad chaneed to thews; also of the
viglon of Godwin and Its dreadful ae-
complishment nnd of the denth of Hus-
sn beneath the sword of Wulf, At
that story Resamnnd wept and ghrank
from him a lHitle, for though 1t was
this prince wlo hmil stolen her from
ber iome she loved Tlassnn, Yot when
Wulf sald humbly: “The fault is not
mine; it was po fated. Would that I
had  dled instend of this Sarncen!”
Hosnmnod answered: “No, no. I am
proud that you should have conquered.”

But Whulf shook hls head and sald:

“l am not proud. Although weary
with that awful battle, 1 was still the
younger and stronger man, though at
first he well nigh mastered me by his
skill and quickness, At least weo part-
ed friends. Look, he guve me this,"
and he ghowed her the great emerald
badge which the dying prince had glven
hiu, ’

“Do you know,” asked Massouda,
“that this Jewel I8 very fawmous, not
only for it value, but because it Is
enld to have belonged to oune of the
chlldren of the prophet, and to bring
goxd fortune to Its owner? There s
scarce n soldler in the sultan's army
who would not give all he has for yon-
der trinket, which I8 known throughout
the land as the star of iHassan. Bo be-
ware, Blr Wulf, lest you be robbed or
murdered, kithough you have eaten the
salt of Salah-ed-din."

“l remember the ecaptaln Abdullnh
looking at it greedlly and lamenting
that the luck of the house of ITassan
should poss to an unbellever,” sald
Wulf, “Well, enough of this jewel aud
Its dangers; I think Godwin hns words
to may."
¢ “Yes,” sald Godwin, “We are here
In your tent through the kindness of
Baladin, who did not wish us to wit-
ness the death of our comrades, but to-
morrow we shall be separated again,
Now, If you are to escape”—

“I will escape! I must escape, even
If I am recaptured and die for It
broke in Rosamund passionately.

“Speak low." sald Masouda, "I saw
tha eunnch Mearour pass the door of the
tent, und he s a spy—they all are
pples.”

Buddenly a shadow fell upon them.
It wan thut of the head eunuch, Mos-
rour, a fat, cunninug faced man, with a

eringing alr, Low he bowed before
them, saylng:
“Your pardon, O princess. A mes-

senger has come from Balah-ed-din de-
manding the presence of these knights
at the banquet that he has made
ready for his noble prisoners.”

"We obay,” sald Godwin, and, rising,
they bowed to Rosamund and to Ma-
souda, then turned to go, leaving the

star jowel where they had beon seated.

Yery sxiiifully Mearour covered It
with a fold of his robe and under shel-
ter of the fold slipped down his hand
and grasped it, not knowing that, al-
though she reemed to be turned awny,
Masouda was watching him out of the
corner of her eye, Waltlng till the
brethren reached the tent door, she
called ont: |

“Bir Wulf, are you alrendy weary of
the enchanted star of fortune, or woull
you begueath it to us?”

Now Wulf came back, saying heav-
1ly:

“1 forgot the thing. Who would not
at nch a time? Where I8 1t? 1 left It
on the cushton”

“Try the hand of Mesrour,” salidl Ma-
roudn, whereat with a very crooked |
smile the ennuch produced it and sald:

“1 wished to show you, 8lr Knight,
that yon must Le eareful with soch
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The eunuch produced the gem.

gema as these, especially In a eamp
where there are many dishonest per-
gons,"

“I thank yon,” answers Wulf ns he
took it. “You bave shown me."” Then,
followed by the sound of Masonda's
mocking Innghter, they left the tent.

Of nll the strange fennts that they
ever ate the brethren found this the
strangest and the most sml. BSoladin
wus seated at the head of the table
with gunrds and officers standing be-
hind him. Not fer from him sat the
kiug of Jerusnlem and his brother and
all down the board great captlve no-
bles, to the number of fifty or more.

Sorry gpectaclea were these gallant
knights In thelr hewn and blood staln-
ed armor, pale faced, ton, with eyes set
wide In horror at the dread deeds they
had just seen dome, ~Yot ther ate, nod
ate ruvenonsly, for now that thelr
thirst wae satlsfied they were mnd with
hunger, Thirty thousand Christlaus
luy dend on the born and plain of Hat-
tin: the kingdom of Jerusarem was de-
stroyed and its king a prisoner. The |
holy rood was tanken as a trophy, De-
feated, shamed, bereaved—yeot they nte,
and, being human, could take comfort
from the thought that baving eaten, by
the law of the Arabs, at lenst thelr
lives were anfe.

Balgdin enlled Godwin aud Walf to
film that they might Interpret for him,
and gnve them food, nnd they also ate
who were compelled to it by hunger.

“ITave you seen your cousin, the prin-
cess? he gald, “And how found yon
bor®* he askod presently.

“Sire,” suld Godwin, “we found her
glck with the sights and gonunds of war
and murder; abamed to know also that
ber unele, the conguering soyerelgn of
the east, hud slaughtered 200 unarmed
men."”

“Wulf tremabled at his wonls, but Bal-
adin Hstened and showed wo anger.

“Doubitiess,” he answersd, “she
thinks me cruel, and you also think
me cruel—a despot who delights in the
death of his enemies, Yot It 1s not so,
for 1 deslre pence and to save life, not |
to destroy 1t It Is you Christians who |
for hard upon a hundred years lave |
drenched these samls with bloosd be.
cnuse yvon say that you wish to possess
the land where your prophet Hyed and
dlal more thnn eleven centuries ngo.
How many Buracens have you slnin? |
Hundreds of thonsands of them. More- |
over, with you peace Is no peace, |
Those orders that I destroyed tonlght |
bave broken it a score of tiines, Well,
I will hear no more, Allah has given
me and my urmy the victory, and 1
will take your ecitien and drive the
Franks back Into the sea. lot them
seck thelr own lands and worship God
there after thetr own fashlon and lenve
thie eart in qulet.

“Now, Rir Godwin, tell these captives
for me that tomorrow I send those of
them who are unwounded to Damas-
cus, there to nwalt ransom while 1 be-
siege Jerusalem and the other Chris-
tian cities."

Bo Godwin rose and told them; after-
ward he asked whether he and his
brother were 1lso to be sent to Damas-
oun.

Baladin replied that he would keep
them for awhlle to Interpret, then they
might go their ways without ransom,

On the marrow, accordingly, the cap-
tives were sent to Damascus, and that
day Saludin took the castle of Tiberias,
Then he moved on to Acre, which he
took, relleving 4,000 Moslem captives,
and 8o on to other towns, ull of which
fell hefore him, till at length be came
to Ascalon, which be besteged,

] L] L] L] L] L]

The night was dark ontslde of Asca-
lon save when the flashes of lightning
in the storm that rolied down from the
mountains to the sea Mt it up. In a lit-
tle open space of the garden of an
empty house that stood without the
walls n man and & woman were talk-
ing, both of them wrapped In dark
cloaks, They were Godwin and Ma-
souda,

“Well,” sald Godwin eagerly, *“is all
ready 1"’

Bhe nodded and answered:

YAt length, all. Tomorrow afternoon
an assavit will be made upon Ascalon,
but even If it 18 taken the eamp will
not be moved that night. There will be
a great confusion, and Abdullah, who
is somewbat sick, will be the captain
of the guard over the princess’' tent.
He will aliow the soldiers to slip away
to asslst in the sack of the city, nor
will they betray him. Atsunsetbut one
eunuch will be on watch—Mesrour—
and I will Aind means to put him to
sleap. Abdullah will bring the princess
to this gasden disguised as his youag
son, and there you two and I shall meet

Iin lives to b,

“What then?" asked Godwin.

“Do you remember the old Arab
who brought you the horses Flame and
Emoke and took no payment for them,
he who was named Bon of the Band?
Well, a8 you know, he 18 my uncle, and
he has more horses of that breed. At
the foot of this garden I8 & enve, which
wns once a sapulcher. There we shall
find the horses—four of them—and with
them my uncle, Son of the Band, and
Ly the mornlng light we will be a hun.
dred miles away and lle hid with his
tribe untll we can slip to the const and
board a Christian ship. Does it please
you "

“Very well, but what is Abdullah'a
price?”

“One only- the enchanted star, the
luck of the house of Hasean; for noth. |
Ing else will he take such risks. Wil
Rir Wulf give it?"

“Surely," nuswerwd Godwin, with a
Inugh. :

“Good. Then it must be done tonight.
When I return I will send Abdullah to
Your tent. ['ear not; if he takes the
fewel he will glve the price, slnce oth-
erwise lLie thiuks it will bring him fi]
fortune."

“Does the Jady Rosamund know?*
asked Godwirf ngain,

Bhe shook Ler Licad.

“Nay; the fewer in such a plot the
hetter, and If anything goes wrong it
I8 well elie ghould be Innocent, for

"

“Then denth and farewell to all
things,” enld Godwin: “nor Indeed
should I grieve to say them goodby,
But, Musouds, you run great peril.
Tell me now honestly, why do you de
this?'*

As he gpoke the lightning finshed and
showed her face as she stood there
agalnst a background of green leaves
and red !y flowers. ‘ihers was a
strange look opon it—a leook that made
Godwin feel afriidl. he knew not of
whnt.

“Mapouda® he sald in 8 whisper,
“ab, think me no vuin fool, but gince
it Is best perhaps that both should
Enow full enroly, tell me {8 it ns T
have sometiioe"-

“Feared?” Lroke In Masonda, with
her little mocking lnugh, “Sir Godwin, |
It 1s so. What does your faith teach—
the faith In which I was bred and lost,
but that now {5 mine agalo—because 1t
is yours? 'Thut men and women are |
free, or g0 some rend It. Well, It or
they nre wronz, We are not free. Was
I free whoen first 1 enw your eyes in
Belrut, the oyes for which 1 had been
watching oll wmy lite, and something |
came frowm yon to mwe, and 1, the enst-
off pluything of 8inan, loved you, luvodl
you, loved you, to wmy own doom? Yes, |
and rejolead that It was so, and sl |
rejolee that 1t is so, and would chooss
no other fate, beenuse in that love I
learned that there M oo meaning o thia
life and that there s a0 answoer to It
otherwhere if not hearce.
Nay, speak vor. 1 Know your oath, nor
would 1 terupt you to Its breaklng.
But, 8ir Goil«win. n woman sueh as the
Indy Rosamund cannot love two men' |
And as she  pole Masoudn strove to |

gearclh his o0 whille the shaft went |
home,

But Godwi showed neither surprise
nor paln,

“So you know srhat I huve known for
long." ho suld, “to long that my sor- |
row 18 lost in the hope of my brother's
Jox, Maoreover, 1t Is well that she |
whonld hive chosen the better knight”

“Sometimes,” nid Mnasondn retlee-
tively, “somethng o« | bave witehed the
lady Rosamund and seld to 1:1_1'90!1':!
“What Go yon Juck? You nre beaunt- |
ful, you are L'gltorn, you are learoed, |
you are brave and yon are good.! Then

I have answered, ‘You luck wisdotn
apd true sight, olse yon  would :mt|
have chosen Wall when you might |

Rl

have tuken Godwln

“Masoudn,” went on Godwin, taking
no note of ler worls, “slthough we |
may guess her mind, our lady has sald |
nothing yet.  Also Walt may fall, ﬂﬂ'll
then L 001 his pon & it Toean. 1
am no freo man, Moasowdn.”

“She has not declared that she loves
your brother; we moy guess wrongly Iu
this matter,”

“Anil we may puess rightly, What
then?"
“Then,” answered Masonda, “there

are many knlghily orders or monns-
teries for those wlo desire such placei—
as you do in your heart. Rack to your
tent, Sir Colwin  where I will sewd
Abdullah to you to recelve the jewal
Bo, furewell, farewell.”

CITAI'TER XX,

N hour later the eaptain Abdnl-
Inh migit have been  seen
wulking urclessly toward the

tent whoeo the brethren slept.
Also biad thers boen any who cared to
wateh something e might have been
seen io that low woonlight, for now the
storm and the heuvy min which follow-
ed It had passed- namely, the fat shape
of the cunuch Mozrour, elipping after
him wrapped Ilo o dark cawel halr
clouk, Hidden among sowe pleketed
dromedaries, he suw Abdullah eoter
the tent of the brithren, then, waiting
till a cloud eroas! the moon, Mesrour
ran to it unseen and, throwing him-
eelf down on Its shadowed glde, lay
there lllte o drunkcn man and listened
with all his ears But those within
spoke low, nnd he could only hear single
words, such as “garden,” “the star
“princesa.”

8o lmportant dic these seem to him,
however, that at length Mesrour crept
forward and with the sharp point of
Lis koife cut a lttle slit In the taut
canvas. To this he set his eye, only to
find that it geryed him nothing, for
there was no light In the tent. Bt
men were there who talked In the dark-
Neas.

“Good," gald a volce—It was that of
one of the brethran, but which he could
not tell, for even to those who knew
them best they geemed to be the snme,
“Good. Then It Is settled. Tomorrow
at the hour arrauged you bring the
yrincess to the place agreed upon, dis-
gulsed as you have sald. In payment
for this service I hand you the luck of
Hassau, which you covet. Take It
here It 18, and swenr to do your part,
flnce otherwise {t will bring no luck
to you, for 1 will kill you the first time
we meet—yog, and the other also."

“I swear It by Allal and his prophet,”

“It I8 enough, Hee that you keep, tha
oath. And now away. It |8 not safe
that you should tarry here."”

Then came the sound of & man leav-
ing the tent. Passing round It ecau-

| tunntely for himself before he found

mmlt

Ltlouslr he halted and, opening his

hand, looked at ita contents to make
gure that no trick bad beon played |
upon him In the darknese, Moesronr
perewed his head round to look nlso.
In mo dolng his foot struck a stone nnd |
lnstautly Abdullah glancod down to sen |
a dead or drunken man lylng almost
at his feet, With n swift tmovement,
he hild the jewel and started to walk
nwny. Then, bethinking that It would
be well to make snre thut this fellow
wna dead or eleeplug, he turned and
thrice Kkicked the prosirate Mesrour
npon  the back, nnd with all his
strengtl.

“I thought T saw him move,” Abdnl
Inh muttered after the third kick., “It
18 best to make sure,” and he drew his !
kuife.

Now, had not terror paralyzed him
Mesrour would have erfed ont, but for-

lils volee Abdullah had burled the kulfe
thiree Iuches deep in his fat thigh.
With an effort, Mesrour bore thia also,
knowing that If he showed wsigus of
life the next stroke would be In Lis
heart, Then, satisfied that this fellow,
whoever he might be, was elther o
corpse or lnsepalble, Abdullah drew out
the knife, wiped It on his victim's rols
and departed.

Not long afterward Mesrour depart
ed also toward the sultan’s house, bel-
lowing with rage and paln and vowling
vengeance, |

That very night Abdnllah was sels |
ed und put to the question. In hils sut.
fering he confesscd that he had becn
to the tent of the Lirethren and recelved |
from one of them the jewel wliich w:u!
found upon him as a bribe to bring
the princess to a certaln gorden ont-
glde the eamp. But he named tha
wrong gerden.  Further, when they |
asked which of the brethren It wos !
who bribed him he sald he did not!
know, as their volces were alike and |
their tent was lu darkness, Moreover, |
thut he belleved there wus culy oue
man o jt—at least Le beard or saw no |
other. He added that he was st |
moued to the tent by an Arab ran |
whiom he had never seen bLefore, but !
who told him that If he wished for|
what he most degired and good fortune |
be was to be there at a certaln bour
after sunset. Then he folnted and was
put back in prison till the moruing by
the command of Baladin.

When the mornlug came Abdulluh
was dend, who desired no more tor-
ments with doom at the end of them,
having made shift to strangle himsell
with his robe. Thus died Abdullali, as
falthful ne he conld be In such sore
#tralts, since he had betrayed neither
Mnsoudn nor hls son, both of whom
were In the plot, and said that ouly
one of the brethren was present ln the
tent, whereas he knew well that the
two of them were there nnd which of
these spoke tnd pgave him the jewel.

Very enrly that morning the breth-
ren, who were Iying wakeful, heard
sounds without thelr tent and, looking
out, saw that It was surrounded by
mamelukes,

“The plot Is discovered,” sald God-
win to Wulf quietly, but with despalr
In hin face.

“‘Shall we fight?" asked Wulf us they
threw on their mall. Buot Godwin an-
swered:

“Nay; it would serve us nothing to
kill & few brave men.”

Then an oflicer entered the tent and
commanded them to give up s!wirl
gwords and to follow him to Saladin
to answer a charge that bad Leen lald
against them bLoth; nor would he say
any more. 8o they went as prisoners
and after wnlting awhile were ushered |
inte a large room of the house where
Baladin lodged, which was arranged
as a court, with a dais at one el
Before this they were stood, till pres-
ently the sultau entered through (he
farther door and with hlm eertain of
his emirs and gecretaries. Also Hosa-
mund, who looked wvery pale, was
brought there, and In attendance on
her Masouda, calin faced as ever.

The brethren bowed to them, but
Saladin, whose eyes were full of rage,
took no notler of thelr salutation. Kor
a moment there wag silence, then Sal-
adin bnde n secretary read the charge,
which was brief. It was that thay had
conspired to steal away the DPrincess
of Haalbec,

*Where I8 the evidenece agninst ns?"
asked Godwin boldly, “The sultan is
Just and convicts no man save on tes-
timmony."

Apnin Saladin motioned to the secre.
tury, who read the words that hued
heen taken down frow the lips of the
captain Abdulleh. They demanded to|
be nllowed to examine the captain Ah-!
dullab and lenrned that he was al-|
ready dead. Then the cunuch Mesrour
was carried forwurd, for wilk he could
not, owing to the wound that Abddullah
bad given him, and told all his tale, how
he had sospected Abdulinh and, fol-
lowing him, had heard him and one of
the bLrethren speakmg in the tent and
the worus that passed and afterward
seen Abdulleh with the jewel in hils
hund.

When he had finighed, Goldwin asked
which of them he had heard speaking
with® Abdullgh, and he answered that
be could not say, as thelr yolees were
8o alike, but one volee anly had spoken.

Then Rosamaond wus ordered to glve
ber testimony und said, truly enongh,
that she knew nothing of the plot and
bad not thought of this Alght. Masouda
aleo swore that sl now hesrd of it for
the firt time. After this the secretary
announeced that there was no more evi-
dence and prayed of the sultan to glve
judgment in the matter.

“Ageinst which of us,” asked God-
win, “seecing that both the dead and the
living witnesa declared they heard but
one volce, and whose that volce wns
they did not know? Aeccording to your
own law, you cannot condemn A man
againit whom there 18 no good testl-
mony."

“There is testimony agninst one of
you," answered Haladin sternly, *“that
of two witnesses, as I8 required, and,
as I have warned you long agn, that
man shall dle. Indeed, both of you
glhould die, for I amn sure that both are |
gulity, Btill, you have been put upon |
your trial necording to the law, and as
8 just judge 1 will not straln the law
against you, Let the gullty one die by |
beheading at sundown, the hour at
which he planped to eommit his erime,
The other may go free with the cltizens
of Jerusalem, who depart tonight, bear-
fog mmy message to the Frankish lead-
#rs in that holy town."

“We admit nothing" sald Godwin,
“Yet, If one of us must dle, 1 as the

eldor clalm that right.” l

“And T elatin it na the younger, The
jowel was Hassun's gft to we. Whe
elie conlid glve it to Abdullah 7' ndded
Wult,

Weolt spoken, hoth of yon,
socing thnt Loth must dis"*

Them $tosnunn stepped forward arl
threw herself upon her knees bheforo
L, exclalinlug

“Hire, my vocle, snch 12 pot your jos
tige, that twa should bie sladn for the
offense of coe, i offonse there Lo, I
yonu knowe not which 18 gullly, spare
them hoth, © heserch you™

ITee trotebiodd out NLile hand and rals
el her fros hor ki,

“NnY, plead pot with e, for how. |
ever much you love Wlm the gulity twan
must stuller nn he deservos, hot of i
matter Al alome knows the et

Now, bebind Raladin stood that ol
and famons Imaum who had bewn with
bim and Hasean when he eommarndod
the brethren to depart from Damasens,
Leaning forward, he whispered In his
mnster's ecar, who constdered a po-
meot, then answered hilm:

“Tt Is good, Do so.”

Bo the lmaum left the conrt and ris

turnel presently earryving two stonll
boxes of sandulwood (el with silk ool
fenled, wo ke esch other that none
cottld tell themn apart, which boxes Le
gave to Baladin,

“In one of these” sald the sultan, “lv
that Jewel Known as the enchanted sior
wad the Jnck of the house of Fasdun,
In the other 18 a pebhle of the same
weight, Come, my tleee, take theae
boxes and give them to your klnsmen, |
to each the bax you will. The jecol
that (s called the star of Hassan |4
wagleal aud bas virtus, 8o they wny.
Tat It choowe, therefore, which of oo |
knlghts ¢ ripe far death, anl it hilm
perish fn whose hox the star Is fonml”

“Now,” motieral the frnmm [nto the
ear of his master, “now ni length wo
Rball Jesrn which it is of these two
twen that the luly loves "

“That I« wBat I seek to know,” an-!
swered Salndin in the sawe low voice,

Bo it

As she beard thls decree Rosamund | DEYE greater mniters o wy mind,
looked round wildly and pleadsd : | rl will seel yoo at the appola
“Oh, be uot so croel! I beseech yon
ppure we thig task. Let It be another Godwin bowed and walled a
pliund that is chosen to denl denth to | Wil @ steady #tep, wihlle Salad

oue of those of my own bicod wl?.h‘
whomn I have dwelt ginee childbhood.” l
But Baladin looked at her very stern- |
Iy and answered: 1
“Princeas, 1 am sure that you desire
to cscape, awd plots are made to o
you fromn me, thongh of these plots

! Lta

r

\\?_I-kgvt"".—‘-

“Not Wuwlf! Net WWulr 1" she walled,

you say that you and your woman™ -
and he Jooked darkly at Musouda—
“Kuow nothing, But these men know,
and it is right that yon, fur whose sake
If not by whose commnnd the thing
wihig done, sbhould metps ont its rowand
and do my bidding.*™

For & moment Rozumund stared st
the boxes, then guddenly she clossd hoer
eyes and, taking thew up ot bosard,
ftrotehed out her sriis, leaning lor-
wird over the edee of the dols, There-
on calmly enougl the brethren took,
cach of them, the box thet wad penrest
to Wim, that In Rospmnand’s left hand
falling to Godwin onid that in her right
to Wulf, Then she opensd her eyes
npain, stond gl and wotohimld,

“Cousin," muld Cdwlu, “before
break this cord that chnin of
doom  know  well Wwhatever |
chunees, we bliune you not at ail” |

Then he begun (o nnknot the =ik’
which was bound about his box.  \Wualf,
knowlng that it would tell all the tale, |
did mot trouble himscll as yed but
looked aronnd the roon, thinking that,
whether be lived or ohd, never would !
he wee o stranger sicht. Dyery ese hli
it was fixed upon the hox in Godwin’s
hund., Even Saladin stirsd ns though
it held his own destiny. No, not every
one, for those of the ol lmaum ware
fixed upon the face of Rosamumnd,
which was piteous 1o soe, for all is
beauty had left it, and even her part.
ed lips were ashy, Mpsouda alope
still stood upright #; 1 nunmoved, as
though she watched gome play, but he
poted thut her rich hoed cheek grow
pale and that beneatin her robe her
hand was nressed upon her heart. The
sllence wagr inteose,

“Tronble enough sbont ane msn's
lHfe In a land where Nves gre chieapl” |
exclalmed Wulf, thipking atowrd, amd |
ot the sound of his volee all mien start- |
ed as thougl It had thundered sudden- |
ly In & summer sky. Then with n Jangh !
he tore the silk about his hox ssunder |
with bia strong flugers aumil, brealkdng
the seal, shook ont ita eantents, Lo,
there on the floor luy the enclinnted |
atar of Hassan,

asouda saw, and the ealor crept
back to her chieck. Roanmund saw
also, and nature was too strong for her,
for in one bitter cry the truth broke
from her lps at last:

“Not Wulf! Not Wall!" she wallil,
and =ank baeck senselesg Into AMason-
di's grms,

“Now, sire,” gald the old inauwm with
a chuckle, “you know which of thoea
two the lady loves.”

“Yes, I know pow, sald Saladin,
“and 1 am glad to koow, for the wat-
ter bas vexed me much”

But Wulf, who had paled for a wmo-
ment, flushed with joy ans the truth
came home to him.

“This  stur {8 well named *“The
Loek,'" he sald as, hending dawn, he
took It from the floor and fastoned (t
to s eloak abave hils heart, "“nee do 1
hold 1t dearly earned."

Bp that strange seene ended,

wis
IR oue f

that,

D prhieess you sball wot see, nnd nde

The nftervoom deew foward evoning
anf Clodwin stood lwefore Balndin in
privato ehan b,

WAt avek yon now ' kntd the m
tan mternlr

“A boun,”t anewored Godwin, N
hrother ta domaed to die efore nigt
fall, 1 net to de tnatend of him.'”

“Whe, Sir Qiriwin?’

I Lo rensmie, eire
el teming, af hngth the rididle da a
ewered, Bt fa Wolf wiw I8 bedervadd
the lady Resmamund, aod therefors
kL Bim womld he & ertme, Poarthor,
fa T and not be whom the ennneh hon
bargnining with the eapta'n Abdally
in the tent, I swonpr it,”

Balndin pulled at his
nuswiered:

"I thiks 18 1o be wo, time Is short, B
Godwin, What farewelis have you
make? You sey that ¥ou would w
with my nlecs Rosamund? MNag, t

Ar yonr Jon

heard, th

cannot, for ahe Hes swooning i |
chasubar, Do you desire to uwoeet y
brithior for the Just time 7

“No, gire, for then be wigbt learm ¢
truth and" —

"Iefose thla sacrifice, Bir Godwl
which perchanes will be «oarealy to
Mkl "

"L wish to say goodLy to Maso
she who Is waltlng woman to due pr
e,

“That you eannot do, for know
mistrust thie Masgouda and belleve th
el wag at the hottam of your plot.
have disinissed ber from the peswm
the prineess and from my enmp, wh
ehie ld to leave—if she Las not alrea

loft-—with soue Arabwm who are
kin.”

SThen” sall CGodwin, with n slgh,
dedlpe only to sou Egtert the Tdals
that he way shrive we ceonding
our fuith agd make note of tuy B
widhr"

“Cio~t: he hail be sent to yorn
aceent your gtsiae Tt smaret

cuilty moaz and m

your life for h!

A tn
e Now, w.

Laavn

Wooking afier him, uuttered:

“The workl could fil spare so bra
and good a wan.”

Two hours lafer puards sucomn
Godwin from tlw place whers Le w
prisanacd, and, secompanied by the
nislop who hod shriven Lim, bhe prose

dixor with o bappy conntenspee, 519

4 hrllegroom might have wo
They took bita tox vanlt of the oy
1] where Putadin wos lodged,
large, rongh place, lit with wrchen,
witleh wuited the healsmun zod
wsalstonis, Presently SBaladia enten

and, lookiug at bim curtonsy, sakd:

“Ars you stillwf the snine mind, §
Godwin ¥’

“T amt”

“Giood. Yet I lLuve changed mi
You shull say fareveell to your cons
a8 you lesireed,"”

“Hlre.” pleaded Godwin, “spure 1
such a sight.”

But he pleaded fn wvain, A wh
passad, and Godwin, hearing the sw
of robtes, looked vp and sasw the
shape of a velled woman stunding
the eorner of the vanit where the sh
ow was 5o deep that the torehlight ar
glimmered falutly npan her royal o
ment s,

“MThey toll e that you were st
princesa, sick with sorrow, as well ¥
iy b, becaese the man you love
ot to die for vou,” gaid Baladin iv
Rlow voice, **Now 1 hove bad s
your grief, and his

life bas been boay

with wnather iife, that of the knig
who stands yonder™
The velled form slarted wildly, th

sunk back sgainst the wall,

“"Rosamund,” Dbroke o Godw
gpeaking in French, “1 heeecch yon,
sllent and do not unman e
words or tears. It 13 hest thus, o
vou kpow that it ks best. Wil 3
love s he loves you, arnd [ belleve
In thie you will be brought romaih
Me you do not love, kive ns 8 fric
and never have. Moreover, I teil
Uiis that It may case your pain and |
conscience. 1 no anger seclk you
my wife, whaone bride is death. T pr
yvou, give to Wuil my love and hlo
Ingr, and to Masouda, that truest a
maost ¥, or write, tl
I offee her the hemage of my les
that 1 glit of liee In my lant i
monts, nnd that my prayer is we m
sotin where all crooked pa
e strnightened,  Hosumund, farew
neser gl jog goe with xou theou
msny years—aye, and with your o}
dren's ehlidren, Of Godwin [ only &
your (o remember this, iliat he dly
gcerving you and so disd”

Ehe heanl and stretehed out |
arms, and, none forbldding him,
win wulked o where she stood, Wi
out lifting her voll she hent forw:
and kissed him, drst upon the b
and pext upon the lips then with
low, moaning ery she torned and
from that gloomy place, nar did Rs
din geak to stay her. Only to hlms
tho sultun wonderad how it eome ab
thut if it was Wuli whoem Rosanu
loved she stlll kissed Godwin
upon the Mps.

As ne walked hack to the death pl
Godwin wonderad alsn, lirst that R
mund should have spoken no sin
word and secand!y because she b
Klssed Il thus, even in that ho)
With a slgh, he knelt down belore
hendsman and, turning to the bish
sald:

“Bloss
strike.”

Then It was that he heand a
known footstep and looked up to
Walfl staring at hiin,

“What do you here, Godwin?" as
Wulf. “ifas yonder fox snnred b
of us?" and he nodded at Saladin.

“Let the fox speak' sald the sul
with & swile, “RKuow, Hir Wulf, U
your brother was about to die in ¥
plaecs and of hlz own wish, Buot 1
fine sueh sacrifice who yet have e
use af It to taach my niece, the
cegs, that shonld she continue in N
plottings 5 cscaps or allow you
cobtinue In them eertalaly it will be
you 1o your denths and, If need be, i
also.  Kulghts, you are brave m
whotn I prefer to kI In war., G
horses stand without; take them as
gt and ride with these foallsh eitlze
of Jerusnlem. We may meet agp
within [ts streets. Nay, thank me n
I thank yvon who bave tanght Salah
din how perfeet a thing can be
love of brothers."

awent womman,

they

et

me, futher, and bid th



